




“I’ve always felt the Val d’Orcia was a 
magical and unique place,” says Massimo, 
who enjoys Montalcino’s classic Tuscan eat­
eries Ristorante Boccon DiVino (boccondi- 
vinomontalcino.it) and Enoteca Osteria 
Osticcio (osticcio.it) when not dining at one 
of his own restaurants. “And the valley in 
autumn is a true joy for the spirit.”

Another entrepreneurial force in the 
region is Michael Cioffi, an American law­
yer who bought several crumbling buildings 
in the mostly abandoned cliff-clinging ham­
let of Castiglioncello del Trinoro (popula­
tion: 25) and rehabilitated them as Hotel 
Monteverdi (monteverdituscany.com). 
The graceful property consists of three vil­
las and ten airy whitewashed suites—three 
just opened in July—plus a restaurant, a 
pool, and, as of this fall, an art gallery. 

 The hotel’s rustic-luxe aesthetic was 
masterminded by Rome-based interior 
designer Ilaria Miani, who’s restored more 
than 20 homes in the valley (many available 
for rent at pilgrimsway.it). Inspired by “the 
image of the peasant building tradition,” as 

Clockwise from top left: 
Decorator Ilaria Miani collabor- 
ated with cult winemaker  
Andrea Franchetti to transform  
an 18th-century farmhouse  
into the guest villa Il Cocceto. The 
gardens at the La Foce estate 
were created in the 1920s and ’30s  
by British architect Cecil Pinsent.  
A room at Hotel Monteverdi,  
also designed by Miani, in the 
hamlet of Castiglioncello  
del Trinoro. La Foce’s new  
trattoria, Dopolavoro. 

she puts it, Miani outfitted the interiors 
with rough-hewn wood, terra-cotta, gal­
vanized metal, polished plaster, linen, and 
burlap. “Every single stone here talks about 
something,” she says. 

Down the hill from Hotel Monteverdi 
sits the vacation villa Il Cocceto (cocceto- 
.com), another Miani project. Here the 
designer restyled an 18th-century farm­
house for winemaker Andrea Franchetti, 
who produces the area’s most sought-after 
Super Tuscan at his adjacent vineyard 
Tenuta di Trinoro (tenutaditrinoro.it; tast­
ings available by appointment). Opened in 
2012, the property has a comfortable, wel­
coming feel, from the large eat-in kitchen to 
the six light-filled bedrooms to the glorious 
pool and manicured grounds. 

Another essential stop, espe­
cially for garden lovers, is the 
nearby La Foce estate (lafoce- 
.com). Built around a 15th- 
century villa—which, along 
with other buildings on the site, 

is available for rent—the property features 
olive groves and extensive Renaissance-
style gardens laid out by British architect 
Cecil Pinsent in the 1920s and ’30s, with 
dramatic views of Monte Amiata. Last 
year the Origos, the family that has run La 
Foce for nearly a century, turned a former 
cantina for the estate’s workers into the 
charmingly relaxed trattoria Dopolavoro 
(dopolavorolafoce.it), a great spot for lunch 
or dinner when visiting La Foce. 

Benedetta Origo, the clan’s matriarch, 
suggests that what makes the Val d’Orcia 
special is its refreshingly unhurried pace. “It 
all changes, of course,” she says, noting the 
rash of new arrivals. “But in this era where 
everything goes so very fast, things here still 
manage to go slow.” —Andrew Sessa
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