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UNDER THE
TUSCAN SUN

Is this a hotel? It could be the
vacation home of a friend—
complete with a mountainside
view and grazing sheep. La
Bandita (meaning “The Preserve”)
is the brainchild of former Sony
BMG executive John Voigtmann
and his wife Ondine Cohane.
You’re guaranteed pretty pictures
from the cypress-lined lane leading
to the hotel to the structure itself:
a restored, eight-room farmhouse
with a cool and luxurious feel,
courtesy of architects Ernesto
Bartolini, Fabrizio Bardelli, and

Ab Rogers (known for his work

on the Comme des Gargons
flagship store). La Bandita, Pienza,
Tuscany, ltaly, tel (+39) 333-404-
6704, e-mail info@ la-bandita,
la-bandita.com.

MINER'S PEARL

After the destruction of Phuket by the

Asian tsunami in 2004, new resorts

have sprung up in the area. The Indigo

Pearl, on Phuket’s northwest shore at

Nai Yang Beach, is built on the site of

a former tin mine. Architect Bill Bensley | i

recalls its history with polished concrete L ; LE e - ! |

floors and sculptures that mimic R ; : ; i

machinery. To soften the stark effect, there % . G I:_|_ AH EAD

are colorful Thai silk fabrics in pillows and on | ™ h Jot

beds. This 277-room property also has three ' T E Petron’s new XCS Complete

swimming pools, five restaurants, and a spa. Indigo = il Combustion System offers a cleaner

Pearl at Nai Yang Beach and National Park, Phuket . way to stay ahead of the pack. The

83110, Thailand, tel +66 (0)76 327 006, indigo-pearl.com. THE BLACK & WHITE SUITE first gasoline powered by organic
combustion enhancers, it works on
a vehicle’s entire fuel system—not
just the engine. Drive off with extra
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MAKATI and its extensive At Petron gas stations nationwide.
corporate facilities. Besides
being in the middle of
Makati’s central business
district, it boasts 16 meeting
rooms and 21 serviced
offices. After key negotiations
and discussions are done,
colleagues can retire to the
serviced apartments within
Ascott’s twin towers, or hang
out in any of the nearby
restaurants at the Glorietta

mall. Tel (2) 729-8888, fax (2) THE XCS ENDORSERS: TYSON SY,
798-0000. the-ascott.com MARK BUMGARNER AND MATTEO GUIDICELLI
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